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Displaced Children on the   
Thai-Burma Border 

 Due to the ongoing violence and unrest in Burma, many 
Burmese people, especially of ethnic minority, have fled to 
surrounding countries.  In Thailand there are thought to be more 
than 2 million persons displaced from Burma and more than 
446,000 people are internally displaced in the rural areas of 
Eastern Burma due to armed conflict and human rights 
violations.  The children of these families face many barriers to a 
healthy and prosperous future, including lack of education, 
proper housing, and basic human rights.   
 
Under the UN Declaration of Human Rights, the children 
accompanying their parents across the border as well as those 
born stateless in Thailand have a universal right to education. In 
2005 the Thai government passed a resolution, stating that all 
children living in Thailand should have access to education 
regardless of race, nationality or legal status. 

 
Why are so many Burmese children displaced? 
 

 Conflict.  For example, Karen State Education Assistance Group (KSEAG) reports that after attacks in the 
Taungoo district in 2007, the number of schools was reduced from 41 to just one.  KSEAG reported in 
2009 that due to continued conflict, it is very difficult to support existing schools in the Karen state.   
 

 Military Recruitment It is well documented that military forces have recruited and used children as 
soldiers for many years.    The recent report, “No More Denial” provides interviews and detailed research 
regarding the extent of the abuse.   
 

 Displacement There is a lack of education accessibility for the estimated 446,000 IDPs (Internally 
Displaced Persons) due to their lack of official identification.  After multiple forced relocations, parents 
no longer have documentation.    Even if they would like to enrol their children in an SPDC school, they 
will not be able to do so without identity papers and the children’s birth registration.  At least 75,000 
people were forced to leave their homes in eastern Burma between August 2008 and July 2009.  The 
highest rates of recent displacement were reported in northern Karen areas and southern Shan State. 
 

 Loss of Livelihood.   Thailand Burma Border Consortium points out, “Military patrols and landmines are the 
most significant, and fastest growing, threats to civilian safety and security, while forced labour and 
restriction on movement have consistently been the most pervasive threats to livelihood”.  

Recommendations 

NGOs, CBOs and donors should increase food support for displaced children both in Thailand and in 
and in Burma’s IDP (Internally Displaced Persons’) Areas.   

 
Increases in support for schools in Burma’s IDP areas to reduce the flow of children into Thailand  

 
More vocational education is needed to supplement K-12 programs to ensure a transition from 
education to employment.  
 
CBOs, NGOs and Thai authorities should continue to increase collaboration on child protection and 
and support the local protection network that is under development.  
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In eastern Burma, less than half of children 
aged 5 to 13 attend school regularly  

Contact: 
Paw Ray       Dr. Cynthia Maung    
Burmese Migrant Worker’s Education Committee   Mae Tao Clinic  
info@bmwec.org      win7@loxinfo.co.th 
www.bmwec.org      www.maetaoclinic.org 
       



 

Accomplishments 

 In the Mae Sot area during the 2009/2010 academic year, there are 61 
community-led Burmese schools for migrant children, educating 
approximately 11,764 children.   

 The Karen State Education Assistance Group supports the 3,954 
teachers and 83,680 students working and studying in the 1,046 Karen 
primary and secondary schools throughout Karen State, Burma.  

 Shan Women’s Action Network (SWAN) is operating sixteen schools 
(nine schools for basic education and 7 nurseries) for migrants/refugees 
in Thailand.   

 BMWEC supports 37 schools in Thailand for migrant children and 12 
schools in the Karen State of Burma.  The Mae Tao Clinic dry food ration 
program provides for 363 IDP separated children in Burma and 2,442 

migrant children in Thailand.   

 The Child Protection Policy has been jointly developed in Tak province by member organizations of 
CTDCE throughout 2009.    

 Since 2003, Committee for Protection and Promotion of Child Rights (CCPCR) has issued 9,942 Birth 
records and 7,071 Child Record Certifications.  This is a valuable step in combating statelessness 
among children.   

Challenges 

Education for All.   According to a recent 
report by the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), an estimated 200,000 
migrant children younger than 17 are in 
Thailand -– of which less than one third 
have access to education.   
 
Protection for the most vulnerable.  There is 
an unprecedented increase in the 
number of unaccompanied children 
seeking shelter, food and education. 
 
Funding.  The financial resources are 
already stretched and face steady 
increases in the number of children 
needing protection and education.  
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Boarding House in Burma Students in Burma growing food 

In migrant schools in Thailand, prevalence of stunting and 
underweight for under-five children is lower than in Burma but 

twice as high as children in Thailand.   

In rural eastern Burma, over 40% of 
children under the age of 5 suffer 

from acute malnutrition 


